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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters

We raise our hearts to our God with gratitude and beg his

blessings upon all our people.

We are about to being a new year in our faith journey –

the reality of our Salvation history. Let us reawaken our

faith and meet the Lord on the Cross.

Before I share a thought on the Lent, I would like to share

that half yearly meeting of TNBC and TNLBC went on well.

The culmination point is the releasing of the New Roman

Missal. It was released by the President of TNBC,

Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy, the archbishop of Madurai

at St. Thomas Mount Shrine, in the Diocese of Chigleput.

Most Rev. Jude Paulraj, the bishop of Palayamkottai, the

Chairman of Liturgical Commission, with the assistance

of Bible and Catechetical commissions released it after

obtaining the necessary clearance from Vatican. First of

all we congratulate all of them. But now it is our privilege



2

and duty to be faithful to the Church and the New Missal.

The entire Church of Tamil Nadu is asked to use only the

New Missal starting from Ash Wednesday, 14 February,

2018. The priests and people are asked to be faithful to

the New Missal. Though some of us are experts and may

know better ways, please do be faithful to the New version.

Our Holy Father has asked us to be sharers of the Liturgy

of the Church.

On Friday 2 February, 2018, we celebrate the Presentation

of the Lord. The Church also celebrates the Day of

Consecrated Life. We pray for vocations, especially from

our girls that holiness becomes also part of our faithful.

Here I would like to acknowledge the great contribution of

our religious men and women. They certainly enrich the

spiritual and economic and social life style of our people.

I would like to thank every religious person individually

for his or her presence and ministry.

To return to our Lenten spirit, I would like to base myself

on the reflections of our Holy Father on the theme : ‘The

serpent that kills and the one that saves’. He says the

serpent is the first animal to be mentioned in the book of

Genesis as the most subtle. Again another serpent comes

up in the book of Numbers (21:4-9) which speaks about

serpent in the desert. The Lord commands Moses ‘make a

fiery serpent and set it on a pole and everyone who is

bitten, when he sees it, shall live. The Pope explains the

Lord does not kill the serpents he leaves them there. But

if one of them should harm a person, the person should

look at the bronze serpent and will be healed. Thus the
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serpent is lifted up in order to obtain Salvation. This

reminds of (John 8: 21-30) ‘When you have lifted up the

Son of man, then you will know that I am he’.

The serpent, the Pontiff clarified, is a “symbol of sin, the

serpent that kills. But the serpent that saves: this is the

mystery of Christ”. St Paul, the Pope recalled, also spoke

of this mystery. “He said that Jesus emptied himself,

humbled himself, annihilated himself in order to save us”.

Moreover, the Apostle offers an even stronger expression:

“he became sin”. Thus, using the biblical symbol, we could

say: “he became serpent”. This, Francis said, is “the

prophetic message of today’s readings. The Son of man,

who like a serpent ‘became sin’, is lifted up in order to

save us”.

Therefore, we must “look at the Crucifix and see this very

mystery: a God ‘emptied of his divinity’? — completely! —

in order to save us!”. However, the Holy Father added,

“who is this serpent that Jesus takes upon himself in

order to defeat it?”. The answer can be read in John’s

Apocalypse, where the serpent is mentioned again. Among

other things, the Pope pointed out, the serpent in the Bible

“is the first animal to be mentioned and I think perhaps it

is the last”, and we read that “the ancient serpent —

Satan — was defeated”. Therefore, sin, Pope Francis

stated, “is the work of Satan, and Jesus defeats Satan ‘by

becoming sin’”. Thus from the Cross Jesus “lifts up all of

us”. For this reason “the Crucifix is not an ornament, it is

not a work of art, with many precious stones, as are seen.
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The Crucifix is the mystery of God’s ‘annihilation’, which

he did out of love”.

Pope Francis explained that in the desert, the serpent

“prophesies salvation”. Indeed it is “lifted up and whoever

sees it is healed”. But this salvation, the Pontiff

emphasized, was not made “with a magic wand by a god

who makes things”. It was made instead “with the suffering

of the Son of man, with the suffering of Jesus Christ”. The

suffering that led Jesus to ask the Father: “Father, please,

if it be possible I would not drink this cup”. Here his

anguish is seen, but is accompanied by the words: “but

your will be done”.

This, the Pope concluded, is “the history of our

redemption”, this is “the history of God’s love”. This is

why, “if we want to know the love of God, we look at the

Crucifix”. There we meet “a man who is tortured, died,

who is God, ‘emptied of divinity’, tarnished, who ‘became

sin’”. Then came the final prayer: “May the Lord grant us

the grace to understand this mystery a little better”.

Let us raise our hearts and eyes to the Cross and receive

that Salvation. We place the entire diocese, the bishop,

priests, religious and the faithful at the Cross and pray

for Salvation.

May God bless you!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, Sdb., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01-09 CBCI Meeting, Bangalore

10 Mass, Besan Bridge, Perambur

11 M Polur

E Platinum Jubilee, Cheyyar

14 W Ash Wednesday

New Missal, Cathedral, Vellore

25 S Anbiam, Arakkonam, Vandavasi

28 W Recollection, Vellore

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Monthly Recollection

Monthly Recollection for the Month of February will be on

Wednesday, 28 February 2018.

Rev. Msgr. I.John Robert
Vicar General

PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION - 2017

 S.No Parish Amount

1 A.Kattupadi 24000

2 Zamin Gudalore 30000

3 Udayarkuppam 10000
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4 Narasingapuram 4800

5 Annandapatti Koviloor 24105

6 Somasipadi 2000

7 Thanipadi 10000

8 Gudiyattam 33000

9 Gengapuram 2200

10 Thirupattur 5000

11 Arakkonam 148000

12 Arni 15750

13 Chetpet 131900

14 Vettavalam 40000

15 Veeralur 5800

16 Polur 13875

17 Eleyankanny 100000

18 Semmiamangalam 1700

19 Sanipoondi 10000

20 Christianpet 13000

21 Thirumalai 3000

22 Salai 3000

                                        Total 631130

 S.No Religious Amount

1 St. Louis Convent -  A.Kattupadi 1000

                                             Total 1000

Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission Sunday

Collection. Those who have not yet sent Mission Sunday

Collection, Kindly send to us as early as possible.
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OCKHI CYCLONE RELIEF FUND

 S.No Parish Amount

1 Cathedral 25550

2 Pulivanandal 1900

3 Ranipet 21000

4 Bagayam 13070

5 Arni 7560

6 Sathuvacharry 7700

7 Kaniyambadi 9160

8 Boodamangalam 1970

9 Mekkalure 5170

10 Gudiyatham 14000

11 Kolappalur 2000

12 Katpadi 28690

13 Melpudupakkam 2300

14 Thanipadi 2314

15 Old Town 8355

16 Maruthuvambadi 3000

17 Gandhinagar 40000

18 Gengapuram 630

19 Mosavadi 3050

20 T.V.Malai 8000

21 Sipcot 4000

22 Cheyyar 3500

23 Veppoor 2910

24 Mazhuvankarunai 2570

25 Pallikonda 12140

26 Pallalakuppam 2851

27 Thirupattur 10000
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28 Koviloor 5620

29 Udayendiram 6000

30 Jolarpet 6100

31 Vaniyambadi 1100

32 Devikapuram 3635

33 Thachambadi 5000

34 Arcot 3235

35 Viruduvilanginan 5000

36 Kasthambadi 640

37 Shenpakkam 6000

38 Arakkonam 38600

39 Nallur 2740

40 Kariyandal 3200

41 Theresapuram 3600

42 A.Kattupadi 5000

43 Kortampet 2000

44 Haffieldspet 2500

45 Veeralur 6210

46 Kilpennathur 2000

47 Thandrampet 240

48 Vettavalam 6000

49 Madurampet 3000

50 Gengapattu 5600

51 Zamingudalore 2000

52 Avoor 1800

53 Thalayampallam 350

54 Udayarkuppam 6000

55 Thenimalai 5000

56 Allikondapattu 1060

57 Perumanam 4000

58 Perunduraipattu 600
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59 Chengam 2000

60 Somasipadi 1000

61 Eleyankanni 5000

62 Pavithram 7300

63 Kilnathur 4959

64 Pathiavaram 1000

65 Narasingapuram 845

66 Vandavasi 10000

67 Nelliyankulam 350

68 C.Nammiandal 7100

69 Ambur 1000

70 Chetpet 18000

71 Alapakkam 1500

72 Polur 5250

73 Santhavasal 500

74 Uriurkuppam 3000

75 Pulavanbadi 550

76 Thirumalpadi 1000

77 Kodayanchi 300

78 Japthikarani 1000

79 Semmiamangalam 1300

80 Alliandal 3000

81 Sanipoondi 1300

82 Salai 1000

83 Christianpet 10000

84 Thirumalai 1500

                                       Total 476974

Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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Fr. Dr. Lourduswamy, Correspondent, SJS, Veppoor
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. P. Maran 02.02.1982

Rev. Fr. P. Arputharaj Rayan 04.02.1947

Rev. Fr. A. C. John Peter 04.02.1976

Rev. Fr. P. John Paul 06.02.1986

Rev. Fr. S. M. Anandaraj 07.02.1965

Rev. Fr. M. Abraham 09.02.1959

Rev. Fr. M. Yesu Dass 09.02.1981

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandai Yesu 14.02.1984

Rev. Fr. L. Joseph Julian 16.02.1952

Rev. Fr. P. Vino Alphons Xavier 21.02.1985

Rev. Fr. A. Don Bosco 22.02.1981

Rev. Fr. A. Rayappan 23.02.1963

Rev. Fr. D. Maria Selvam 25.02.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Arulsamy 27.02.1949

Rev. Fr. A. Stephen 27.02.1980

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Alphonse Doss 02.02.1978

Rev. Fr. D. Amalaraj 02.02.1978

Rev. Fr. A. Octavious 02.02.1978

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 06.02.2000

Rev. Fr. S. M. Anandaraj 16.02.1997
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Intention

Universal: Say “No” to Corruption

Let us pray that those who have material, political or

spiritual power may resist any lure of corruption.

Calender

02 Fri Presentaion of the Lord, Feast

04 Sun 5th Ordinary Sunday

05 Mon St. John De Britto, Mr

06 Tue Ss. Paul Miki and Comp., Mem.

11 Sun 6th Ordinary Sunday

14 Wed Ash Wednesday

17 Sat Seven Founders of the Order of Servites, Rel

18 Sun 1st Sunday of Lent

21 Wed St. Peter Damian, Bp., Dr.,

22 Thu The Chair of St. Peter, Ap., Feast

23 Fri St. Polycarp Bp., Mem

25 Sun 2nd Sunday of Lent

Necrology

Rev. Br. Andrew Rouiller SDB 01.02.1944

Rev. Fr. Peter Mathew SDB 05.02.2012

Rev. Fr. Thomas George 06.02.1989

Rev. Fr. Ladislas Kli Mezyk SDB 06.02.1974

Rev. Fr. Luigi Di Fiore SDB 12.02.1989

Rev. Fr. Maria Arul SDB 14.02.2004

Rev. Fr. John Rathapillai, V.C. 20.02.1989


